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September 2016 Newsletter 
 

Playing Update 
 

1st Team 
 
The last league game of the season saw the 1st team narrowly miss out on clinching 3rd spot as the rain 
ruined a victory for Rainham. A real strong end to the season shapes us up well for the next season. 
 

 
 
“Rain saves Springfield… Again!” 
 
In the last league game of the season Rainham took on Springfield in what was a battle for 3rd spot. Losing 
the toss Rainham were surprisingly in the field and it didn’t take long for Jono to get an early breakthrough 
as the pace and bounce was too much to handle for the Springfield opener. However, they hit back with a 
big partnership as all the Rainham bowlers struggled to restrict the home side from scoring on a good deck 
for batting. Biren Patel done well to dry up one end as both Springfield batsmen looked to up the gears and 
Biren Patel eventually got the much needed breakthrough with the home side well on top at 170-2 after 30 
overs. With a solid platform the home side looked well set to post a very big score, however a brilliant fight 
back from the Rainham bowlers restricted Springfield to 251-9, largely thanks to specialist death bowler 
Charlie Puncher taking 4 for 21 as Rainham ensured they didn’t let Springfield get away. During the tea break 
news travelled around the dressing room that the 2’s had bowled out Bentley for 132 and the 3’s dismissing 
Rayne for 93. With the 2’s and 3’s in good positions the 1st team were determined to make it a clean sweep 
for Rainham. 
 
The openers Hothi and Sid strolled out in a confident manner and looked to get the team off to a good start. 
They wasted no time getting stuck into the Springfield bowlers as Hothi dispatched the first 2 balls of the 
innings to the boundary to set Rainham on their way. After a good first over, Rainham didn’t let up as both 
Hothi and Sid Patel tore the Springfield bowlers apart dispatching the balls to all areas of the ground. They 
raced the score along to 125 off 10 overs as Hothi passed 50 off 28 balls and Sid being Sid smashed 50 off 21 
balls to give Rainham a dream start. The pair put on 150 off 12 overs before Sid was cleaned up for a brilliant 
68 off 38 balls. The in-form Biren Patel didn’t let the run rate drop as him and Hothi continued the fast paced 
partnership before Hothi was adjudged lbw for a well-played 69 off 50 balls. With the score on 194-2 off 18 
overs Rainham looked well set to chase the score with ease. Biren Patel was the next to be dismissed as he 
fell for 30 off 23 and Dan Skipper departed shortly after with the score on 216-4 off 20.3 overs. With the 
dangerous Jono O’Neill strolling to the crease the umpire decided that the rain had got too heavy and off the 
players went. A frustrated Rainham team looked on as the rain continued to fall with only 35 runs needed. 
Unfortunately for Rainham they were never able to get back onto the field as play was eventually called off. 
A disappointing end to what would’ve been one of the greatest chases made by Rainham, with the game 
abandoned all hopes of finishing 3rd were also ended. Nerveless the 1st team finished 4th in a great season for 
them in their first season in Division 1. Clinching 4th spot also meant that a certain individual in the clubhouse 
owes £20 as he predicted the 1st team wouldn’t finish in the top 4 at the start of the season. I won’t mention 
any names but that individual will be paying up at the dinner and dance! 
 
 

 

Saturday 3rd September 2016 Springfield 2nd Game Abandoned League 

http://www.rainhamcc.co.uk/
http://www.rainhamcc.co.uk/ViewGame.aspx?GameID=2842357


  

Individual Performance 1st Team 
 
Batting       Bowling   
Jas Hothi - 69 v Springfield 2’s    Charlie Puncher – 4 for 21 v Springfield 2’s 
Sid Patel 68 v Springfield 2’s                                                    Jono – 2 for 34 v Springfield 2’s 
 

 
2nd Team 

 
The 2’s were all set for a grand finale as they needed to beat Bentley and hope that Great Wakering would 
do them a favour and beat Ingatestone.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“2’s clinch promotion in a rain affected match” 
 
Rainham 2’s needed a win in their last game of the season against Bentley and hoped that promotion Great 
Wakering would do them a favour and beat 2nd place Ingatestone.  Winning the toss Rainham elected to 
bowl knowing that with the weather around they needed to dismiss Bentley cheaply. Harry Light and Rishi 
continued their good form as both picked up early wickets. Ronnie Jackson and Alex Sullivan then got into 
the act as they both nabbed braces to help bowl out Bentley for 135 in a great team effort by the 2’s. 
 
With the weather looming Rainham knew they couldn’t afford to waste too much time and Reece Powell 
looked to give Rainham a fast start but dismissed in the first over. Joe and Ronnie then built steady 
partnership and took the score on to 90-1 after 25 overs before the rain came down and off the players 
went. A frustrated dressing team was eager to get the game on and after words with the Bentley captain 
they agreed to go back out once the rain had stopped. Joe and Ronnie went back out to the crease knowing 
they needed to up the tempo as both looked to open their arms, Ronnie was the first to be departed for a 
well player 40 and Joe was the next as he made 47 before being cleaned up. Alex Sullivan rolled back the 
years as he strolled to the crease in an aggressive manner as he dispatched the Bentley bowlers  to guide 
Rainham home with a quick fire 30*.  
 
A tremendous effort by the 2nd team to clinch promotion and a note to thank Bentley on their great 
sportsmanship. 
 
 
 

 
 

Individual Performance 2nd Team 
 
Batting       Bowling   
Joe – 47 v Bentley 3s    Harry Light - 2 for 20 v Bentley 3s 
Ronnie – 40 v Bentley 3s                                           Alex Sullivan - 2 for 26 v Bentley 3s 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 3rd September 2016 Bentley 3s Won by 6 wickets League 



  

3rd Team 
 

A tremendous season for the 3’s saw them clinch promotion on final day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Little’s delivery for the 3’s” 
 
The 3’s needed to better the result of Navestock Ardleigh Green to ensure they clinched back to back 
promotions. Electing to bowl first in a big game 14 year old Ben Little led from the front as he continued his 
great season with the ball to take early wickets to put pressure on the home side. Daniel Courtney and Umer 
kept things tight in the middle for the 3’s as they made run scoring extremely difficult for the home side as 
they restricted them to 95-6 off 30 overs. With 10 overs to go, Brearley didn’t waste any time bringing back 
Ben Little to the attack and he didn’t disappoint as he mopped up the tail to dismiss Rayne for 97 as they lost 
4 wickets for 2 runs. Ben Little taking the bowling honours with 4 wickets to his name.  
 
Needing 98 to have any chance of promotion Rainham started cautiously as they lost early wickets upfront. 
However, Ian Little only knows one way to play and he didn’t waste too much time crunching the Rayne 
bowlers as he made a quick-fire 44* to guide Rainham home by 5 wickets. Job done on the Rainham’s side as 
they collected 22 points in a bid to better the result of Navestock Ardleigh Green. After refreshing the T-
Rippion site multiple times to find the result of the Navestock Ardleigh Green the result was finally published 
and cheers started around the clubhouse as their game was abandoned and they only collected 10 points 
which meant the 3’s were up! Or they thought they were until controversy spread as the table didn’t reflect 
todays results and Rainham still sat in 3rd spot. A confused Brearley was straight on the phone to the league 
to ask for explanation as it appeared Navestock were promoted and Rainham missed out even though the 
points tally for today’s matches meant that Rainham were up. A disgruntled Brearley soon realized what the 
issue was, Rayne has entered the result incorrectly which meant that not all of Rainhams points were added. 
This was later changed and Rainham were confirmed runners up and the party continued all night long in the 
clubhouse.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 3rd September 2016 Rayne 2nd Won by 5 wickets League 



  

 
Below you’ll see the twitter newsfeed of Navestock who for a few hours thought they were up! 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Individual Performance 3rd Team 

 
Batting       Bowling   
Ian Little – 44* v Rayne 2    Ben Little – 4 for 37 v Rayne 2 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 3 captains celebrate another great year for 
Rainham! 



  

Sunday 1st Team 
 
Two competitive matches for the Sunday League side saw them progress to the final of the Sunday League 
play off.  
 
 
“Rainham advance to the final after winning thriller” 
 
A sunny Sunday in September saw Rainham take on Shepard and Neame opposition Hadleigh & Thundersley 
in the Semi-Final. On a damp looking pitch captain Nikhil won the toss and elected to bowl first. The pumped 
up Rainham entered the field looking to strike early. Opening bowlers Anish and Tyler didn’t disappoint as 
they bowled extremely well going past the outside edge of the Hadleigh openers numerous times. Anish 
Patel then struck twice in one over as he found the outside edge that was snapped up one handed by Tom 
and then removed the off stump as a jubilant Rainham celebrated a great start to the match. Things got even 
better for Rainham and especially Anish as he picked up his 3rd wicket as Puncher held on to a smart catch to 
leave the home side struggling on 46-3. The home side started to build a steady partnership before Biren 
Patel and Harry Light got into the act to reduce the home side to 95-6. At drinks Rainham were in control of 
the game but after the drinks break the home side hit back as the wickets dried up and the partnerships 
built. At 156-7 after 30 overs the home side cut loose and punished the Rainham death bowling to finish on 
217 off 40 overs in a good comeback from the home side.   
 
The Rainham innings didn’t get off to a great start as the Hadleigh speed star found the glove of Hothi and 
then re-arranged Brien’s stumps to leave Rainham wobbling at 29-2. A counter attacking partnership then 
developed between the dangerous duo of Jono and Sid as both played aggressive and punished anything 
loose from the Hadleigh bowlers. The pair put on 79 in no time before Sid nicked behind for a well-played 59 
off 49 balls and then Jono ran passed one to be stumped as he departed for 40 off 36 to leave Rainham on 
113-4 and the game in the balance. In need of a partnership Abdal produced one of his best innings of the 
season as he and captain Nikhil started to re build for Rainham until both departed in short succession. 
Abdal (26) run out after defending the ball and Nikhil hitting a full toss straight to mid-on to leave Rainham 
on 159-6. Anish Patel didn’t last too long and was soon joining them in the pavilion as the home side were 
well on top and had one foot in the final. However, Tom Herbert and Harry Light had other ideas as the U19 
put on a much needed partnership of 45 to rescue the Rainham innings. Harry Light was in no mood to hang 
about as he looked to play his strokes whilst Tom Herbert played the anchor role and punished anything 
loose. Harry played one shot too many as he was cleaned up for a great cameo of 22 from 16 balls. It was left 
to Charlie Puncher and Tom Herbert to guide us home and they didn’t disappoint as Tom Herbert showed his 
calmness and quality as he produced a match winning 38 not out to guide Rainham into their first final!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Heartbreak for Rainham 
 
 
Rainham entered their final full of confidence against fellow group members STMCC. Having lost twice to 
them in the group stages Rainham knew they had to play well to have any chance to progress to the Premier 
division. Losing the toss Rainham were in the field and Anish Patel in good form with the ball didn’t 
disappoint as he picked up two quick wickets to give Rainham a great start. Rainham continued to chip away 
with the wickets but were unable to keep the STMCC batsmen quiet as the bad ball kept disappearing to the 
boundary as STMCC finished on 215-8 after 40 overs. Anish, Jono and Nikhil all nabbed braces as Rainham 
were quietly confident at the half way stage.  
 
Sid and Biren strolled out to the crease and knew a good platform was needed for Rainham. Unfortunately 
for Rainham the dangerous Sid Patel was dismissed in the first over for 1 and things got even worse in the 
next over as Jono departed for 2 as Rainham were reduced to 7-2 in an awful start to the run chase. Biren, 
Rishi and the middle order tried the best to re-build but we’re unable to build partnerships as all departed to 
leave Rainham in massive trouble at 56-6. After last week’s heroics the lower order were unable to 
reproduce their form as they were blown away to leave Rainham all out for a disappointing 82.  
 
It’s worth mentioning that the average age of the Sunday League team was around 21 so there is massive 
positives to take away from this season. Captain Nikhil was disappointed after the defeat but expressed that 
there were a number of positives to be taken from this season and that the team will come back even 
stronger next year.  
 
A picture of the team at the final.  
 

 
 
 

 
 



  

Youth Presentation Night – 10th September 2016  
 

The annual youth presentation night has now turned into another social night to attend in the ever growing 
Rainham CC social calendar. The evening was notable as Paul Newman was to stand down as a youth team 
manager after a successful 3 years and was presented with a gift from under 15s captain Will Knowlden after 
a whip round from all in the under 15 squad. We all hope Paul and his partner Cherie enjoy the day out at a 
Spa. Our youth team tea ladies, Kelly Wallace, Nicola Knowlden, Claire Downton, Debbi Blackman-Little and 
Suzanne Treanor were also thanked for their excellent work in providing teas and refreshments throughout 
the season. The under 11s also collected their mini matchplay medals and tee-shirts. 
 
The evening was well attended and is used as a celebration and review of the Rainham CC youth section in 
2016. It was a shame we did not have the Havering Youth Team league tables at the time of the evening, as I 
am sure all teams would have done extremely well. 
 
A special mention for over whelming ‘Champagne Moment’ winner Daniel Purton who achieved the 
unenviable task of getting run out while chasing his bat that came out of his hands while playing a shot. 
Daniel was also one of the 4 under 15 players, Ben, Will and Raj being the others that played for the winning 
under 19 team that won the Orsett CC tournament. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

The winners of the youth section trophies were as follows: 
 
 

Under 11 – Most Runs Kyan Lehal 

Under 11s – Most Wickets Alfie Stouchbury 

Under 11s- Most Improved  Bobby Little 

Under 12s – Most Runs Kyan Lehal 

Under 12s – Most wickets  Alfie Stouchbury 

Under 12s - Fielding Alfie Stouchbury 

Under 13s – Most Runs Raj Hothi 

Under 13s - Fielding Rakinul Islam  

Under 13s – Most Wickets   Raj Hothi 

Under 13s – Most Improver Olly Tully 

Under 15s – Most Wickets  James Clark 

Under 15s – Fielding   Ben Little 

Under 15s – Most Improved  Tommy Brandon 

Champagne Moment  Daniel Purton 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olly Tully with his under 
13s most improved 

player award   
Daniel, Will, Raj & Ben collect their 

winners trophies for the Orsett CC under 
19 tournament     

Daniel Purton with his 
Champagne Moment 

trophy    



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      

Rainham Track Top & Shorts Update 
 
All the Rainham gear has now been delivered and distributed to those who have paid. If you still haven’t 
received yours or paid then please contact Jas (07794949771). For those who didn’t make an order this time 
then please note that we shall be doing another order in the winter, which will include track bottoms and 
also t- shirts. A note closer to the time will be made to show you examples of the track bottoms and t-shirt 
that we will be looking to order. 
 

 
 

Dinner and Dance 
 

This year’s dinner and dance will take place at the Berwick Manor. The cost is £40 which includes a 3 course 
meal and after dinner entertainment. A non- dining option is also available at £10. If you wish to go please 
contact Biren Patel on 07947-755973 where you can either pay direct into his bank account (Biren will 
provide details)  or pay cash preferably no later than mid-October.  

 
 

Rainham Christmas Bash 
 

Given the success of the social events this year we have decided to host a Christmas Bash at the clubhouse 
on the 17th December. You’ll find all the details on the poster attached to the newsletter. Please continue to 

help support the club! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Clark winner of 
the most under 15 

wickets    

The ‘Engine Room’ of the Rainham CC youth 
section   

Alfie Stouchbury – 
most wickets under 

11s, 12 and most 
catches under 12    



  

 
 ‘Dodgy Dozen’ Interview – Graham Burr 

This month’s ‘Dodgy Dozen’ interview random selection is with one of the longest 
serving members currently at the club – Graham Burr! 
 
 

Name & Club History: 

Graham Burr - Been attached and played on and off for 40 years ( Missed 2003 ) 

1) Cricketing Hero (es)? 

 Ian Botham, Graham Gooch, Vivian Richards 

2) Favourite Club Ground (s)? 

Thames Rugby Club 

3) Best Innings?  

Two that stand out, where I was lucky to score three figures 1. Against Over Cambridge around 1978 on tour and 
2. Against Ilford Catholics in the nineties, certainly not in 2003 

4) Best Bowling? 

 Not know for bowling but had one over I can remember in a mid week game in Surrey a couple of seasons back 
when I bowled five donkey drops followed by a sixth ball that shattered the chaps stumps faster than one of 
Jonno's quickest. Officer can vouch for this. 

5) Best Catch/Fielding? 

Two catches held in the deep off the bowling of Brian Emsden against Gidea Park and Romford in the Recorder 
Cup final in 1977 

6) Club Mate Most Like Batting With?  

Got to be Simmo, unless there are females bowling against us..!! 

7) Club Mate Least Like Batting With?  

Umer Khan ( Abdal ) As he doesn't take a blind bit of notice to anything I say to him, normally followed by a quick 
exit 

8) Best of Times in Cricket? 

Really enjoying this period of cricket with Rainham CC as can see a lot of potential in and around the club and my 
new BDM bat is paying me back. 

9) Worst of Times in Cricket? 

Rainham 3rd X1 V Goresbrook 4th X1 over Thames a few seasons back, where with hindsight wouldn't have 
left Danny Sadai at the ground with nine colts…. 

10)  Funniest Moment in Cricket? 

Running out three of my team mates this season in one innings ( All Colts )  on the way to a classy 40 Not Out 

11)  Your Music or Song to Enter the T20 Arena? 

Lovely Day- Bill Withers  ( I can also sing it on Karaoke if required ) 

12) Your Future Vision for Rainham Cricket Club? 

A Private Ground with its own Club House and the continuation of the social side and generally great spirit 
and interest that we have around the club currently. 
 
 

          
 


