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Newsletter: March 2019 

The signing on night and NatWest Cricketforce day will be behind us once your read this newsletter, 

so it will mean most of our annual subscriptions will have been paid and the clubhouse and practise 

facilities at Spring Farm Park should be ready to commence the new summer season. We should also 

be in a position to pay all of our early season expenses such as paying for the pitches at Springy and 

Thames, the club’s insurance, buying new cricket balls for the season, membership fees to the league 

and the Metropolitan Essex District. 

Another winter activity that should be behind us is the winter nets at Campion School, which as usual 

has been a success for our youth attendance, but has been a massive disappointment in terms of 

attendance with the seniors, with on average about 5 attendees. It is with regret that in 2020 we will 

not be continuing with winter nets for the seniors. 

This is a great shame as even when the club were in the doldrums on the playing side and struggling 

to field 2 senior sides. The players then used to attend nets regularly and want to attend practise and 

try and improve their game and now we have many talented cricketers down the club, field 4 senior 

teams on a Saturday, a committee have laid down the foundations for us to improve on the cricket 

field with improved practise facilities, entry into a winter indoor league, winter nets and a youth 

system that produces players that progress into senior cricket, it seems a great shame that the talent 

doesn’t have a desire to improve itself during pre-season. 

Many years ago, there was a South African professional golfer called Gary Player that many other 

players used to label as ‘lucky’, but Gary used to counter this with the following statement: ‘It’s funny 

how the more I practise the luckier I seem to get’. Gary Player was also known as ‘Mr Fitness’ and 

went on to win 9 major golf championships and 165 golf tournaments in all and is deemed to be one 

of the greatest golfers ever to play the game.     

On the positive side you will have noticed the work has commenced at the rear of the clubhouse to 

move the gates at right angle to make more space and this area will eventually be resurfaced with 

tarmac, which will make the moving on the sight screens and mobile net a lot easier during practise 

and match days. Thank you to Keith Light for arranging this work with Havering Council and securing 

the funding. 

Also, we have had a pretty successful indoor league season with the under 12s and under 14s finishing 

in the top 3 and our senior team losing just one of their matches. Dates have also been set for some 

of our social nights, so please read on further below for further details and put these dates in your 

diary and our youth fixtures are now finalised, so let’s all look forward to a happy and successful 2019 

season.   

 

 

http://www.rainhamcc.co.uk/


Nat West Cricketforce Day – Saturday 30th March 2019 

Steve Porter has come up trumps again and managed to secure £250 through his 

employer’s, Nat West Bank, community cashback scheme for volunteering during 

our Nat West Cricketforce day. This is the third year in a row that Steve has taken 

part volunteering in our Nat West Cricketforce day and obtaining the cashback 

funding. Thank you to Steve for taking part and taking the time to apply for the 

community cashback scheme in Nat West Bank. 

Another big thank you to Raj Kaila for volunteering at late notice to fit a new WC in the Gents toilet, 

as the basin was cracked and its best days were definitely behind it. 

Also thank you to all that contributed and volunteering on the day and completing the followings tasks, 

so we are ready for crickets on 20th April at Springy. 

• Tidy the outdoor net facility 

• Replace WC in Gents toilet  

• Remove the weeds from the patio 

• Clean the bar and kitchen 

• Clean the gutters 

• Roll the pitches at Springy and at Thames 

• Clean the sightscreens 

Rainham CFC 

 A great morning was spent at Springy on Sunday 24th March as Rainham CFC took on Manor House 

from the Premier League in the Ken Robinson Cup semi-final. After going 1 up at half time and holding 

onto this lead until 5 minutes of normal time, Manor House got an equaliser to take the game to extra 

time. An early lead by Manor House in the first couple of minutes of extra time was countered by an 

equaliser in the second half of extra time that took the game to the tense situation of penalties (Did 

Keith have them practicing penalties as part of the build up?). Rainham CFC finally succumbed in 

penalties 4-2, but this was a fantastic effort by Rainham CFC playing a team 3 divisions higher and 

keeping all those that lent their support royally entertained. 

Rainham CFC are still in the hunt for promotion currently standing second in the league with 3 matches 

to go.      

Funding Opportunities 

Veolia North Thames Trust  

As stated in the last newsletter our bid was successful with the Veolia North Thames Trust to extend 

the bowlers run ups, as well as the cage area to enclose the run ups. We have been in touch with the 

contractor that will be carrying out these works and this work will not start until June of this year. The 

work should take no more than a week, so we will only be without the net facility for one week during 

the season. Updates on the progress of this project will be communicated via this newsletter. 

 

 

 



Co-op Community Fund     

 Rainham CC have been successful in applying for funding for our outdoor nets from the Co-op 

Community Fund and the way it works is as follows:  

• Go to the Co-op website coop.co.uk/membership to apply for Co-op membership, which will 

cost £1. 

• Then select a cause you wish for 1% of everything you spend with the Co-op whether it be at 

a supermarket, insurance, legal services, electrical or any other service they provide. The 

Rainham CC cause is via the following weblink https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/22244 

• It will take a week before your membership card arrives. Once it arrives present it after you 

have spent with the Co-op and then 1% of what you spend will go towards the cricket club 

and our effort to extend the existing outdoor nets. 

Our local supermarket Co-ops are in Elm Park, Hornchurch and Upminster and probably places near 

where you work. 

There are also benefits of being a Co-op member such 5% going back into your 

membership account and potential share in Co-op’s profits. 

Please spread the word as we have up until October 2019 to raise funds, as to date we 

have managed to raise over £738.      

Rainham CFC in the Community 

Rainham Village Fayre 

We are planning to attend the Rainham Village Fayre again this year, with the event taking place on 

Monday 6th May 2019. Last year we were paced in the basketball court in the small park next to Tesco. 

Hopefully we will have the same pitch again next year, as this was an ideal location to set up a small 

game of cricket and be bale to display our banners on the side of the cage. 

This is a really good opportunity to promote the cricket club within the local community and recruit a 

few more youngsters for our youth section. The day normally starts at 10am and is finished by 4pm, 

and it would be ideal to have a few volunteers doing an hour shift each, so if anyone could spare an 

hour on Bank Holiday Monday 6th May to help promote the club at the Village Fayre then please 

contact Peter Reynolds on 07871-044768.   

Rainham Cubs Scouts 

Rainham Cubs and Scouts will be attending the club on Friday 3rd May to take part in a fun based 

cricket evening from 7pm onwards. This is another excellent opportunity to promote the club again 

and potentially recruit a few more young cricketers. We’ll only require 4 or 5 volunteers to help on 

the night for about an hour, so if anyone can help please contact Peter Reynolds on 07871-044768, as 

it will be very much appreciated.    

 

 

 

 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/22244


Kwik Cricket Tournaments 

Rainham Cricket Club will again be hosting the Havering boys and Girls Kwik Cricket Tournaments on 

Wednesday 22nd May and Wednesday 12th June, as well as our own Rainham Junior Schools kwik 

Cricket Tournament on Wednesday 5th June. As per usual we will require around 5 or 6 volunteers on 

each of the days to help ensure all matches run to time, some umpiring, providing refreshments, 

setting up and packing away the pitches. If the sun is shining, which we have been lucky in the past, 

then this is a nice day. Please contact Peter Reynolds on 07871-044768 if you are able to help.     

Playing Update  

Youth – Essex Metropolitan District Meeting 

After careful consideration the youth team managers have decided just to enter the under 15s in 

Metropolitan Essex Cox and Kings cup competition, but we had the surprise that the group stages have 

been extended to 9 teams in each group instead of the usual 6. This means another 3 Cox and Kings 

matches for the under 15s this season and a total of 8 group matches in all. This is an excellent 

competition for our under 15s to challenge themselves against the likes of Wanstead, Woodford Wells 

and Oakfield Parkonians. There will be plenty of other cricket available for our other age groups, with 

all under 12s to under 15s fixtures listed further below. 

   Youth Fixtures  

Last month the under 9 and under 11 fixtures were published for the 2019 season and now we have 

made a decision on what competitions to enter this year, we now know the groups we will be playing 

in for the under 12s Brian Taylor Trophy and the under 15s Cox and Kings Cup, so below are all the 

fixtures for under 12s, 13s and 15s for this season. These may be subject to change depending on the 

weather and oppositions availability. 

 Under 12s Manager - Paul Newman

   

Under 13s Manager – Jon O’Neill  

Day Date Opposition Type Venue Time 

Wednesday 15 May 2019 Belhus Friendly Home 5.30pm 

Friday 17 May 2019 Goresbrook Havering League Home 5.30pm 

Sunday 19 May 2019 Upminster  Havering League Home 9.30am 

Wednesday 19 June 2019 Belhus Friendly Away 5.30pm 

Wednesday 03 July 2019 
Gidea Park & 

Romford Havering League Away 5.30pm 

Friday 05 July 2019 Ardleigh Green Havering League Home 5.30pm 

Friday 12 July 2019 Horndon-on-the-Hill  Friendly Away 5.30pm 

Sunday 28 July 2019 Hornchurch Havering League Home 9.30am 

 

Day Date Opposition Type Venue Time

Sunday 26 May 2019 Woodford Wells Brian Taylor Trophy Away 9.30am

Sunday 02 June 2019 Newham Brian Taylor Trophy Home 9.30am

Sunday 09 June 2019 Harlow Brian Taylor Trophy Away 9.30am

Sunday 16 June 2019 South Loughton Brian Taylor Trophy Home 9.30am

Sunday 30 June 2019 Buckhurst Hill Brian Taylor Trophy Away 9.30am

Sunday 07 July 2019 Old Parkonians Brian Taylor Trophy Home 9.30am



Under 15s Manager – Joe Attfield 

 

Indoor Cricket 

We have finally received the completed league table for the under 12s indoor campaign and it shows 

an impressive performance from the Royals finishing 2nd and the very inexperienced Regals finishing 

7th overall, so well done to both sides in which was an enjoyable and successful start to our indoor 

league season and thank you to Paul Newman for managing the Royals team. 

The Royals squad was made up of Leo Fevzi-Hunt. Joe Parsons, Holly Vickers, Elsie Orwell, Jay Shipton, 

Billy Borland and Aadittya Rakesh and the Regals squad consisted of Nimrut Khaila, Ibrahim Malik, 

Taranveer Singh-Sidhu, Fletcher Sullivan, Dave McCarthy, Chay Woodhall, Luis Hardy and Vinnie 

Mitchell.   

League Table as at 18 March 2019               

Team Played Won Tied Lost 

Batting Bowling Total 

Bonus Bonus Points 

Points Points   

  Orsett and Thurrock Titans 7 7 0 0 0 0 140 

  Rainham Royals 7 6 0 1 4 1 125 

  Belhus Spitfires 7 5 0 2 8 10 118 

  Horndon on the Hill 7 3 0 4 12 10 82 

  Stanford le Hope 7 3 0 4 9 9 78 

  Belhus Lions 7 3 0 4 10 6 76 

  Rainham Regals 7 1 0 6 14 16 50 

  Orsett and Thurrock Scorchers 7 0 0 7 20 16 36 

  

The under 14s indoor league has also been going extremely well with us fielding 2 different teams 

every Friday, Rainham Raiders and Rainham Ravens. After a first match struggle against our own 

Ravens, the Raiders have played 5 and won 4, only losing a very close match against Belhus by 2 runs. 

Day Date Opposition Type Venue Time

Sunday 28 April 2019 Gidea Park & Romford Dennis Peters Cup Home 9.30am

Sunday 05 May 2019 Walthamstow Cox & Kings Cup Home 9.30am

Sunday 12 May 2019 Woodford Wells Cox & Kings Cup Home 9.30am

Sunday 26 May 2019 Fives & Heronians Cox & Kings Cup Home 9.30am

Sunday 02 June 2019 Gidea Park & Romford Cox & Kings Cup Away 9.30am

Wednesday 05 June 2019 Upminster Havering League Home 5.30pm

TBA TBA Gidea Park & Romford Havering League TBA TBA

Friday 07 June 2019 Goresbrook Havering League Home 5.30pm

Sunday 09 June 2019 Wanstead Cox & Kings Cup Away 10am

Wednesday 12 June 2019 Hornchurch Athletic Havering League Away 5.30pm

Sunday 16 June 2019 Oakfield Parkonians Cox & Kings Cup Away 9.30am

Sunday 23 June 2019 Ilford Cox & Kings Cup Home 9.30am

Wednesday 10 July 2019 Hornchurch Havering League Away 5.30pm

Tuesday 06 August 2019 Hornchurch Athletic Friendly 40 overs Home 1.30pm

Sunday 11 August 2019 Barking Cox & Kings Cup Home 9.30am

Friday 23 August 2019 Hornchurch Athletic Friendly 40 overs Away 1.30pm



This has very much been a team performance with runs, wickets, catches being shared by Kyan, Leo. 

Alfie, Louie, Sam and Michael. With one match to go, against a strong Orsett and Thurrock side, the 

Raiders are still in contention for the indoor league title.  

The young Ravens have played the top 4 teams in their first matches and showed great promise and 

enthusiasm in all of their matches so far. Alex Porter has led the team, stepping up as one of the senior 

players, together with Charlie Sutton and excellent supporting roles from Holly, Elsie, Ibrahim, 

Taranveer, Dave and Nimrut.        

The seniors team rounded off their indoor season with a winner takes all match against Belhus, but 

just missed out by 25 runs after bowling out Belhus for 94. Well done to Ronnie and the all the boys 

as it has been successful indoor season. 

Summer Youth Training Nights 

The winter nets were a success for the youth with the numbers attending being more than I the last 2 

years. We now start outside at Springy from Monday 1st April 2019 at 6.30pm and continue every 

Monday until the end of August. 

Foundation T20 Cup 

Our seniors have again entered the Foundation T20 cup and this year out T20 team will be Captained 

by Ronnie Jackson. These are usually mid-week matches and very enjoyable for players and spectators. 

We are not aware of who we have in the group stages yet, but as soon as this is known, it will be 

published within this newsletter.  

All Stars Cricket Programme 2019 

For the third year in succession we will be taking part in the All Stars programme, which 

is aimed at 5 to 8-year olds. We’ll have a new Activator this year, in Lizzie Pattison, who 

will be leading most of the sessions. The first session will commence on Monday 20th 

May and will continue for 8 consecutive weeks until 8th July and as an addition we will 

be adding an extra family fun day, aimed at the All Stars and their parents on Sunday 14th July, which 

is the day of the cricket World Cup final.  

Even at this early stage we have 10 All Stars signed up to take part in the programme, which is much 

healthier than we had at this stage last year. Please let any family and friends know about our All Stars 

programme, which has been a great success over the last couple of years. The programme cost £40 

which includes a personalised All Stars tee-shirt, ruck-sack, bat, ball and cap and the website to register 

is as per the attached link https://allstarscricket.co.uk/rainhamcc 

Social Nights @RCC 

Some themes for social nights have been suggested such as the usual enjoyable quiz night, a re-vamp 

of the Peaky Blinders night after last year’s success and a new theme based on the TV programme ‘Mr 

& Mrs’. These are all at the planning stages at the moment, but there are some definite dates that 

have already been set below, so check your diaries and if free put an entry for an enjoyable night at 

Rainham CC. 

• Saturday 6th April – Charity Race Night at Thames RFC  

• Friday 26th April – a BBQ at Berwick Manor 

• Sunday 14th July – All Stars World Cup Fun Day at Springy 

https://allstarscricket.co.uk/rainhamcc


• Sunday 25th August – President’s Day at Springy 

• Saturday 14th September – Youth Presentation Night at Springy 

• Saturday 21st September – an evening with Carlton Leach at Berwick Manor 

• Saturday 16th November – Annual Dinner and Dance at Berwick Manor   

 General Club News 

Club Shop 

For those that attended the signing on night you will have noticed that 

Rainham CFC tee-shirts, key rings, cup etc. will be available to buy as long 

as there is a demand for them. If there is a demand then a club shop will 

be set up online. Watch this space for further details.   

Patio Furniture 

At a recent committee meeting it was decided to buy 3 or 4 sets of patio furniture for the club. I am 

sure this will be well used on a nice summer evening either to watch a youth team match, unwind 

after a match or enjoy during a social evening.  

Jono’s Wedding 

First team Captain will be getting married to his long- time girlfriend Lizzie on Friday 12th April (Was 

this purposely planned to cross over the football season ending and cricket season beginning?). All 

within the club wish Jono and Lizzie a long and happy marriage and hope you have a great day.  

Fun 15 

This month’s ‘Fun 15’ questions are asked to Graham Burr who has been a loyal 

servant of the club since 1977 and now sits on the committee doing an excellent 

job as our Honorary Club Treasurer. Graham was a member of the successful 1977 

Rainham side, when only 16 years old, that went on to win the prestigious Recorder 

Cup against Gidea Park and Romford and has been a member of many of the recent 

2nd and 3rd XI squads that have gone on to win promotion in the T-Rippon League.  

Name & Club History 
  

Graham Burr forty-two years associated with the club give or take a few years when either 
bringing up kids or doing as I am told at home. 

Cricketing Hero 
 

Ian Botham 

Favourite Club Ground(s) 
 

Anywhere that I have scored runs in the past…???? Check the scorebook 

Best Innings 
 

I remember a hundred on a Cambridge tour back in 1978 where my Uncle Jim Burr who had 
moved from Rainham to Cambridge hence the tour was feeding me lollipop bowling and assisting 
me to keep hitting him over the boundary ropes for six, probably my last and only maximums for 
those that watch me bat would likely say...!! 



Best Bowling 

Midweek fixture against Nuffield seven or eight years ago when brought on at the death to try 
and buy a wicket I bamboozled their batsmen who I think was on around 85 at the time after 
bowling five donkey drops bowled my final ball not far short of 88 MPH with rev’s on and clean 
bowled the chap much to everyone’s surprise (Pete Reynolds was playing and can verify this was 
an accurate description) 1-0-28-1. Not really known for my bowling 

Best Catch/Fielding 
 

Too many to remember but plenty in my time with the Third team often fielding in areas that no 
one else really fancies 

Club Mate Most Like Batting With 
 

Most of them not around or playing now but any chance I had batting with the master Pete 
Reynolds was enjoyable and we had a good understanding. 

Club Mate Least Like Batting With 
 

Umer… Need I say more 

Best of Times in Cricket 
 

Good times currently with the club going from strength to strength and still playing all those years 
on. 

Worst of Times in Cricket 
 

When I wasn’t playing for the club due to outside commitments and seeing the club fall from 
where I used to see it and hearing from the players who were telling me that the club was 
struggling a bit. These things happen to all clubs and now the club is looking really strong 
throughout thanks to so many people who are involved behind the scenes and playing. 

Funniest Moment in Cricket 
 

Any story told by Kenny Simms after a few lagers after a game and during the game. 

Your Song to Enter the T20 Arena  
 

Let me entertain you – Robbie Williams 

Your Perfect Tea 
 

Any tea prepared by someone from Rainham CC as we are renowned for our teas all-round the 
Essex area, apart from the Thwaisty Asda Two for the price of one sandwiches and variations of 
the day before’s Doughnuts and dry sausage rolls on a hot Saturday afternoon...!! 

The Best Thing About Rainham CC 
 

Friendliness and just an all-round good place to be especially on a Social night playing Eighties 
music. 

Your Rainham Career in 10 or Less Words 
 

Really enjoyed my time with the club and hope I have contributed in some way throughout my 
Forty odd years. (Our Club Treasurer can’t seem to count!) 

Your Future Vision for Rainham CC 

To continue to grow and improve across all the teams with my future vision being a state-of-the-
art new clubhouse, whether on the current site or a new site but somewhere in Rainham 

 


