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Newsletter: May 2020 

After Boris’s sketchy announcement on Sunday 12 May, which we were able to gain some clarity later 

on in the week of what we can and cannot do during the slight easing of the lockdown within England. 

The cricket authorities have also eased the lockdown arrangements and it now means we can conduct 

practice net session outdoors, but on a one-to one basis only.  

The Committee will be reviewing our risk assessment and will adjust them based on the guidelines 

issued by the ECB ensuring washing of hands and social distancing is still in place while one to one 

outdoor net sessions take place. A set of guidelines for use and a central booking system will have to 

be observed to ensure the nets are only used by coaches during certain timeslots. 

It is also good to see that some of our youth section have been keeping themselves busy in their 

gardens taking on the video challenges and well done to all that have taken part in all of the challenges 

so far. We will be looking for all of our coaches to post some cricket related training videos in the 

youth Whatsapp, so that everyone can keep practicing during the lockdown.  

The committee have been taking part in zoom meetings once a month discussing things like keeping 

our grounds well maintained, funding, safety and of course the club taking part in the Alternative 

Cricket Tea on Saturday 30 May in partnership with Rainham foodbank with the club being used as a 

drop off and collection points so as to help the local Rainham community. Well done to Club Chairman 

Nick Thwaites and all within the club that have offered to help and donate so far.           

Seniors & Juniors Cricket 

The England and Wales Cricket Board have, as predicted, revised their announcement that no league 

cricket will take place prior to 1 July 2020 and the recreational game is likely to fall in line with this. 

They have already postponed the new Hundred format until 2021, which is shame as I was looking 

forward to going to Lords on 23 July to watch both the Women’s’ and Men’s’ matches with London 

Spirit playing against the Northern Superchargers.    

The Shepherd and Neame Chairman has been regularly updating all clubs as to the position of the ECB 

and we all await further news which isn’t likely to be within the next month, due to the Government’s 

target of 1 July of the road map to exit COVID-19. Whatever happens it is likely the T-Rippon Cricket 

league will probably fall in line with the Shepherd and Neame Cricket league if we play any sort of 

cricket in 2020. 

On the youth side the competitions that are run by Essex, Brain Taylor trophy, under 16 matchplay 

and under 19 t20 are likely not to take place in 2020, as the person that works for Essex that organises 

these competitions has been furloughed and we have received no updates. 

We have had contact from the Metropolitan Essex Board committee and it looks likely the Cox and 

Kings and Len Steniford Trophy competitions will not take place either as they have sent a note to all 

http://www.rainhamcc.co.uk/


clubs in the Metropolitan District asking if we feel we have junior teams available to play and how 

quickly after lockdown could we get our pitches ready to play friendlies.      

The Havering League arranged a zoom meeting on 6 May with most of the Havering League managers 

taking part. Prior to the meeting the Havering League committee had issued options of how most of 

the league matches could be played if the season stated in late July and concluded in September. This 

was encouraging, but all who took part felt there was nothing we could do at this stage until the date 

lockdown has been lifted.  

Overall, there has been plenty of communication with the cricket authorities and Essex CCC have 

hosted the following webinars that have been fairly informative and helpful  

• Thursday 23 April: 5pm – 5.30pm – Club Development / Funding 

• Tuesday 28 April: 12pm – 12.30pm – Volunteering, Governance, Safeguarding 

• Thursday 30 April: 5pm – 5.30pm – Grounds Maintenance 

• Tuesday 5 May: 12pm – 12.30pm – Women and Girls 

• Thursday 7 May: 5pm – 5.30pm – Youth Cricket 

• Tuesday 12 May: 12pm – 12.30pm – Scoring and Umpiring 

• Thursday 14 May: 5pm – 5.30pm – Coach Education 

• Tuesday 19 May: 12pm – 12.30pm – Marketing and Commercial 

If anyone wishes to catch up with these webinars the following link will take you to them. 

https://www.essexcricket.org.uk/2020/04/22/club-webinars-dates-confirmed/ 

We have yet to receive any update on the All Stars programme  

Fingers crossed for everyone in that any form of cricket will be most welcome.  

Umpires and Scorers 

As part of the regular communication from the cricket authorities it was good that some free online 

courses had been made available to teach players, supporters and parents the basics of scoring and 

umpiring. Without these vital roles in any cricket club, there would be no games played at all. Below 

are some links to these free courses and if anyone is interested in helping out at matches, especially 

in junior cricket, with these vital roles then these online courses will be very helpful. I would also 

strongly encourage our junior members to have a look at these to familiar themselves with some of 

the Laws of the game and how to score a match. I have had a go at the Basics of Umpiring and it was 

very easy to follow and only took about 25 minutes to complete. 

“Basics of Umpiring” – This course is aimed at club umpires who just need to know the key laws and 

basic field craft and those players who umpire 5 or 10 overs at the weekend. 

http://booking.ecb.co.uk/d/jnqlsg 

“Umpire Stage One” This course is designed to give an overview of the basic Laws of the game and 

how to apply them and introduce the principles of field craft and match management. This course is 

an ideal introduction for new club umpires, a refresher for existing umpires and the first step for those 

who aspire to umpire at higher levels. 

http://booking.ecb.co.uk/d/fnqrf1 

https://www.essexcricket.org.uk/2020/04/22/club-webinars-dates-confirmed/
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“Basics of Scoring” This course is designed to provide all the skills needed to start scoring. The course 

covers the basics of scoring a game of cricket such as scoring symbols, umpire signals, dismissals and 

gives a helpful overview of the Laws of the game. 

https://booking.ecb.co.uk/c/express/b3ff5124-d7fd-4e6b-acb4-806ca3d33e56 

Ground and Pitch Maintenance 

As part of the clarification of what we can and cannot do during the lockdown the ECB have advised 

that we should maintain our cricket grounds and pitches as long as social distancing rules are 

observed, which has also been confirmed by the local ‘Bobby of the Beat’ in Springy who state it is OK 

to carry on with maintaining our cricket square. 

At Spring Farm Park, the council are responsible for cutting the square and the outfield and Rainham 

CC band of volunteers are responsible for watering and rolling the wicket. We stared this work a few 

week ago so thank you to our team of volunteers of Joe Attfield, Jay Downton, Steve Porter, Steve 

Henry, Barry Bumpstead and Ian Little for doing this work. The Council have not been regularly cutting 

the outfield, which is now causing us a problem, as the only bit of flat ground is the cricket square, 

where football matches and riding bikes seems to be regularly taking place. We will be looking to see 

if we can rope off the square to keep as many people off of our wickets as we possibly can. The last 

thing we want is another 2 weeks of repair works after or if lockdown is lifted. 

The story is slightly different at Thames with our groundsman keeping the outfield in much better 

order and the volunteers of Nick Thwaites, Graham Burr and Dave Vickers keeping the square regularly 

cut, brushed, watered and rolled. As Thames is more private than Springy here is no fear of anyone 

playing football or riding bikes on this area of ground.           

Alternative Cricket Tea 

Thank you to Club Chairman Nick Thwaites for getting this off the ground with the club taking part 

on Saturday 30 May to act as a drop off and collection point for food for those that are in need at 

this difficult time. Below are the full details and some of the items required.     

We are delighted to announce that we have partnered up with Essex County Cricket Club and the 

Rainham Food Bank to host an ‘Alternative Cricket Tea’ at our Spring Farm Park ground on Saturday 

30 May from 12pm to 3.30pm. 

We are asking members and local residents to drop off specific food and other items to help support 

vulnerable families in the local community. 

Urgently Needed Items: Regularly Needed: 

• Long Life Milk • Small Bags of Rice 

• Tinned Meat • Shampoo 

• Tinned Tomatoes • Carrier Bags - Reusable Bags 

• Tinned Potatoes • Squash 

• Tinned Fruit • Deodorants 

• Rice Pudding / Custard • Tins or Packets of Custards 

• Jam • Razors 

• Long Life Juice • Peanut Butter 

• Long Life Milk • Shower Gel 

• Sugar • Small Jar of Coffee 

https://booking.ecb.co.uk/c/express/b3ff5124-d7fd-4e6b-acb4-806ca3d33e56


• Toilet Paper • Small Multipack Snacks 

• Toothbrushes  

 

We have a number of dedicated Rainham CC members, who will have specific roles on the day to 

ensure the process is not only straight forward, but safe. There are two ways you can drop off your 

items: 

Walking Drop Off Station: If you live locally and can drop any items by foot, then kindly do so at the 

first station which will be located by the Entry Gate. A volunteer will take the items from you. 

Drive Through Drop Off Station: As you arrive to the Entry Gate, one of the volunteers will advise when 

it is good to drive in to the park, a second volunteer as you enter the park will guide you to which 

station to go. 

Once you arrive at this station, please kindly do not exit your vehicle, simply open the boot of your car 

(if you have to get out and open the boot, then that is of course ok), one of the Volunteers will then 

take the items out of your car and store them safe. 

The Volunteer then will let you know when it is safe to exit. 

We are so grateful to all our wonderful members and local community for your continued support 

throughout these crazy times. 

Funding 

Sport England Community Fund 

Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful with our Sport England Community Grant and, disappointingly, 

they have failed to give a reason for turning down for funding due to loss of revenue, with bills still to 

pay, to the club whilst we are unable to play. I find Sport England quite difficult to deal with and my 

experience with them has not been good over the last few years with them refusing a funding 

application to extend our nets, almost preventing our planning application going through to extend 

the nets by putting in an objection to our plans and now the refusal of any funding for loss of revenue 

during the lockdown, I suspect they awarded money on a first come first serve basis, which doesn’t 

seem a very far way to allocate the £20 million they were given by the Government to support all 

sports clubs that are in need. 

Let’s hope any experiences we have with Sport England in the future are a lot more positive than our 

recent experiences.          

 Veolia Environmental Trust   

I reported last month that our original successful application with Veolia Environmental Trust had hit 

a bit of a snag with the funding Regulator refusing for Veolia to pay us the money, which we still 

require to pay the Contractor that carried out the work. A slight bit of progress has been made in that 

Veolia have written a letter to the Regulator supporting our request and stating the fault laid with 

Veolia and not Rainham CC. The Regulator has not responded yet, but hopefully this can come to a 

conclusion by the end of this month as it has now dragged on for 7 months. 

On a much more positive side another application we put in with the Veolia Environmental Trust was 

to obtain some more grounds equipment, training items, club house items and grounds maintenance 



equipment was successful and we have ordered about 70% of these items and will order the remaining 

items prior to the 31 May deadline             

Ford Britain Trust Fund 

Our original application to gain some funding to renovate the showers and Gents toilets was 

unsuccessful, but the Trust panel said we are free to resubmit our application, which has a deadline 

of 31 July and a decision made in September 20. Our application has been re-submitted and will hear 

in September if we have been successful or not the second time around      

Socials for 2020 

Socials have always been a very important part of the cricket club, not just to raise money, but also 

for members to come together and have enjoyable evenings, which also creates a good club spirit. It 

is likely that at least 2 of our regular monthly socials will not be held this year, but this will not stop us 

continuing once the social distancing rules have been fully lifted.  

Whilst people have a little more time on their hands, then perhaps some members can get their 

thinking caps on and come up with some ideas and themes for any future events. If you can think of 

anything then please let any of the committee know of your ideas, or even better help bring them to 

life by helping with the event.   

Lockdown Cricket Skills Challenge 

 I have challenged all of our youth members to take on 10 cricket related challenges during the 

lockdown to practice their cricket skills, knowledge and cricket related fitness. Some of our members 

have taken on these challenges with great gusto to date. It doesn’t matter if you only take part in a 

few of these challenges, the main point being that you give them a go and practice anything cricket 

related, whilst we are unable to train at Springy.  

Once these initial challenges come to an end, I’ll be challenging some of our other cricket coaches to 

post some further challenges to practice. Keep looking out on the youth Whatsapp Group       

Chairman’s Notes 

Greetings to all. 
 
It's been a difficult month in many ways but as a club we are collectively coming 
through it. We have been touched personally by COVID19 but we are emerging 
stronger and more determined than ever. 
 
We often refer to the club spirit and I truly believe we are unique in our feeling of 
family and support.  
 
The good news is that we can see the light at the end of the tunnel now and we are aiming for a 
commencement of cricket in July, dependent on events in May & June. 
 
Lots of hard work at both grounds and the committee are ensuring the club is strong in preparing for 
cricket in July and financially solid off the pitch. 
Nets starting very soon! 
 
As well as the club, we owe our support to the Rainham community in these difficult times.  



The 30th May will provide an opportunity for us to demonstrate that with our RCC food bank appeal. 
The organisers at the local food bank were genuinely touched and it is a chance to pull together in the 
local area that we have played cricket in since 1896 and offer a hand of care and assistance.  
More details will follow on the format for the day. We will limit volunteers for social distancing 
purposes. We do hope all of you can spare something as a simple can of food can make the difference 
in a child eating or not.  
 
On a lighter note it is fantastic to see the club WhatsApp challenges and I do hope on the next one 
Pete will open his eyes! 
 
We are thinking of adding senior players personal challenges.  
1) Can Ticker play a sweep? 
2) Can Sid "take a look at the bowling"?  
3) The Light family net session- will it turn into Rainham UFC? 
4) Will Jas arrive before any manual work is starting not afterwards at Springy? 
5) Will Paul Newman finally find the bottom part of his trousers? 
 
One other thing to look out for is the Recorder is running an article on our longest serving current 
player. 
One Guess? 
Correct our Vice Chairman and treasurer as well as solid number 6 batsman (Occasional keeper) Mr 
Graham Burr. 
 
Look out for the Recorder as I'm told by the editor it is a real " Bursey tells all" article.  
Well done Burrsey, truly one of our own and well deserved. He'll often be found building sand castles 
at Thames.  
 
Well as we are turning the corner now on this period of uncertainty, the bright lights of a cricketing 
summer is moving closer and a family reunion!!  Better times are coming! 
 
However, lets spare a thought for those in the RCC family who may still be suffering in different ways.  
 
Our love and prayers go out to everyone of them. 
 
Keep the faith. 
 
Rainham on Fire 
 
Brearley 
 


